
Suffolk County Blueway 
Trail Plan

PAC MEETING – 3 PM, 
APRIL 2, 2020

VIA ZOOM

This Blueway Trail Plan project is prepared with funding provided by the New York State Department of State under Title 11 of the Environmental Protection Fund. 



Presenting Today
• Suffolk County

• Legislator Kara Hahn

• Sarah Lansdale

• Andy Freleng

• Consultant Team

• Nelson Pope Voorhis

• Kathy Eiseman

• Taylor Garner

• CJ2

• Judy White

• MUD Workshop

• Shachi Pandey



Zoom Meeting

• Zoom Meeting

• https://us04web.zoom.us/j/431941123

• Meeting ID: 431 941 123

• Attendees will be in listen mode by default 

• Please use the “raise your hand” function to 
ask a question or make a comment 

• If you have trouble hearing, you can also call 
in:

1-(929) 205-6099
• 431941123# 



Agenda
• Welcome 

• Update since our last PAC Meeting

• Public Outreach

• Website 

• Inventory of Launch Sites and Synthesis of 
data

• Initial recommendations for priority projects 

• A Homework Assignment

• Next Steps

• Discussion/Q&A/input from PAC



Since our Last PAC Meeting

• Input received on launch sites 

• Webpage launched!

• Online survey (Survey 123 app)

• Celebrated National Canoe Day 
with Bookmarks distributed at

• County parks,  

• paddler shops, 

• libraries

• Booth at the Seafood Festival



Feedback
• People are enthusiastic about this 

project!

• At the seafood festival last summer 
– we spoke with over a hundred 
people

• Many paddlers and “non-paddlers” 
commented that a Blueway Trail 
Plan would benefit them personally



Launch Site Inventory
• Input received on launch sites 

through the online survey through

• Public input

• PAC input 

• Team research and

• Municipal input 

• Input from you in response to 
our email requesting final input 
in February



Inventory of Existing Launch Sites

259 Launch Sites Inventoried

Launch Sites by Town

Town # of Sites
Babylon 13
Brookhaven 49
East Hampton 12
Huntington 14
Islip 18
Riverhead 10
Shelter Island 5
Smithtown 30
Southampton 35
Southold 73



Wish List for Improvements
• Greatest number of responses:

• Parking agreements for 
nonresidents for restricted lots

• Established drop off locations 
where parking is more remote

• Floating (small boat accessible) 
docks

• Restrooms (port-a-potties)

• Boat storage



Additional Wish List Requests 
• Trail information (distance markers)

• Suggested routes and stopping points 

• One suggestion was to partner with businesses to 
create a pub crawl program to include 
restaurants/delis – with a brewery at the end 

• Repaired boat ramps

• Short term tie up points

• Freshwater wash down stations

• Cleaning stations for fish

Note:  Wayfinding signage was not specifically identified in the wish lists (but this would be an important 
component for a County-wide blueway trail plan)



Typical launching environment 

Sharing with boaters with trailers Drag along the beach



Launch Site Access Improvement
• Floating dock 

• Cut outs for kayaks/canoes with 
support beneath waterline 

• Attaches to floating dock.



Universal Access Options
Accessible ramp and float Mobi-Mat ®

Suffolk County Parks has already invested 
in Mobi-Mats for accessibility to beaches



Comfort Station Options  
• Suffolk County has conducted 

extensive research in 
alternatives to individual 
sanitary systems.

• Innovative/Alternative On-
Site Wastewater Treatment 
Systems (I/A Systems) now 
preferred option

• Example at Sylvester Manor 
used natural constructed 
wetlands as treatment system 

• Other treatment systems 
(“Yes wee can”)

• Portable restroom trailers 
another option



Comfort Station Option 

This portable restroom model is ADA accessible.   



Parking
• Provide information on where to 

park for launch sites

• Establish off street parking stalls

• Include pervious pavers/grass-pave 
options which have less impact than 
impervious pavement

• Establish paddler drop off locations 
(pull offs)

• Establish Intermunicipal 
Agreements (IMAs) for parking 
(possible day or seasonal passes for 
paddlers)



Signage Program 

Samples from the North Hempstead Blueway Trail Plan (prepared by NPV Team in 2013).   Consideration for 
adopting the South Shore Blueway logo County wide – or create new brand and work with municipalities to allow 
wayfinding and other signs to be installed.



Kiosk Sign

Option to provide a local waterbody map and suggested loops as well as to provide safety information and 
information about nearby downtowns and attractions.  (Sample from the North Hempstead Blueway Trail 
Plan).



Next Steps - Identify first round of projects

• First step in creating a Blueway Trail will 
be to link launch sites around Suffolk 
County
• Not necessarily a continuous paddling trail 

for all 

• A series of locations throughout the County 

• This phase will identify 20 project profiles 
where improvements can be made to create 
a County wide Blueway Trail



Prioritization for 1st Tier projects - Categories
• Highest Priority for Launch Sites that: 

• Are in a public park

• Are close to a downtown (within ½ mile)

• Are walkable to “related” commercial uses

• Have a high walk score 

• Have parking nearby (whether restricted or 
not):

• Highest points for parking lots that have no 
restrictions

• Less points for restricted parking

• No points for remote parking

• Additional Consideration based upon:

• Bike score 

• Public restrooms 



Prioritization Model Initial Results 
• Using prioritization model, narrowed down the list from 259 sites to 20+ priority locations for the 

first phase of implementation projects.



Link to map
• Click Here



Next Steps - Identify first round of projects

• Site visits - establish recommendations for 
improvements (note: you can help with this 
task)

• Refine list of locations and identify capital 
improvement needs

• Complete project profile sheets (draft 
template  prepared)



Draft Project Profile Template



How you can help… 
• Look for an email in the next few 

days which will provide you with list 
of sites and map of each site

• Choose one or more priority sites in 
the list

• Visit the site

• Provide feedback on opportunities 
for that launch site



Final Steps
• Prepare project profile sheets (identifying 

site details, preliminary recommendation 
for improvements, costs, benefits)  

• Plan and host a public meeting (Virtual 
Town Hall meeting)

• Finalize 20 project profiles based upon 
input

• Prepare SC Blueway Trail Plan Strategy 

• Implementation Techniques 

• Action Strategy 



Q/A

• To ask a question you can also use 
the “raise your hand” option and we 
can unmute your microphone



Thank you for joining us today!


